Molecular pom poms from self-assembling α,γ-cyclic peptides.
The hierarchical self-assembly properties of a dimer-forming cyclic peptide that bears a nicotinic acid moiety to form molecular pom-pom-like structures are described. This dimeric assembly self organizes into spherical structures that can encapsulate small organic molecules owing to its porosity and it can also facilitate metal deposition on its surface directed by the pyridine moiety.